HE somewhat faded photograph shown above is
of the old Union-Castle cargo ship Sabine of 2,992

1894 as the Marino. In 1898 she was
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1925, when she was old to Dutch owne

Tn 1909 sl fren & Tatec unusual job. The
Waraiak, 8 passcager lioee, Durban In July that year
ot I'or Lonntivl Cugs Tow, Sho, dppeared.
(6 €15 s of e Wit The Sabns Wi
e st o e et being fitted out with
searchlights, towing gear, and bunkered and stored for a
long period, she left Cape Town in September. In addition
to her normal crew she had a number of Royal Naval
ratings and an officer on board.

‘The Sabine had no wireless and nothing further was
heard from her for about three months. Then, in December,
she returned to Table Bay. Her search had been fruitless.
She had covered 14,000 an area of some 3,000
square miles of the Southern Ocean as far East as St. Paul's
Island. No trace of the missing ship had been sighted, nor
has any light been thrown on the mystery from that day

© this.

Nearty hal  csntury ago, a1 beglaniog o o Fint
World War in 1914, the writer of these de a
Voyage in the Sabine s third mate, Wo sailed rom Cardit
bound for West African ports; rather an unusual voyage
for a UnionCasle stamer. She was n fact charered by
Elder Dempster and Company, and her long thin funncl
¥an painind sellow. Wo thought this ratice ta Koty

As can be seen from the photograph, the old ship was not
much to look at; nevertheless, some of us thought she
was better from the outside looking in, than she was from
the inside looking out. In 1914 she still had no wireless,
no electric light, no refrigerator and, of course, no such
refinements as a gyro-compass and echo-sounding gear.
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(W||ly the Grocer, to us) was known to be at 1.rgc i the

‘Atlantc. Near the Canary Tslands, e ptured several
d E

ships, mcln ion-Castle s.s. Galician. The
erman n lat ased her because of the pas-
ngers. e Kaber Wl/‘u m was an Atlantic inee of about

rage of 2 01, the coust of Spanish
Satura, o fl her bunkens. Hore, on 261h Aupist, 1914,
uiser H.M.S. Highflyer, and was
& Pattoed wiook it skt e
anchor. We heard of this action when we d at
Sierra Leone.
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different to our usual Union-Castle ports of South and
East Africa.

‘The old ship was not ideally suited to a very hot climate.
Our small ice-box did not manage to keep anything fresh
for long, and to make matters worse, the ship was infested
with rats and cockroaches. We had some sport with the



